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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

SPOTSYLVANIA COUNTY ADDRESSES Riverbend High School Graduation Issues
Spotsylvania, VA – June 25, 2008 – County Administrator Randy Wheeler shared his thoughts on recent events at the Riverbend High School graduation on June 7th involving Spotsylvania County personnel.  “I understand that this incident has had a hurtful impact on some graduating students and their families.  I am truly sorry for the distress that has affected the families and friends with tickets who were denied admission to the gym.” 

In accordance with County Code, Spotsylvania Fire and Rescue personnel continuously seek to ensure the safety of all people even as citizens are enjoying events such as graduations.  At the Riverbend High School graduation, there were concerns related to overcrowding and the capacity of the gym.   However, these concerns were not addressed appropriately by County staff considering the importance of the event which was, in part, due to a lack of pre-planning with the School Division and inadequate on-site communication.  The County continues to investigate the actions of its staff at the Riverbend High School graduation in accordance with County policies and procedures.

Fire, Rescue and Emergency Management (FREM) Chief Chris Eudailey said:  “We are being very proactive in our commitment to avoid a similar incident in the future.”   Later this summer Chief Eudailey and other FREM staff will meet with all five Spotsylvania high school principals to review and pre-plan for admittance at next year’s graduations.  Two weeks prior to graduations in 2009, FREM personnel, including Administrative staff and fire marshals, will meet with administrators at each school to review capacities and the principals’ graduation seating plans.  At least one hour prior to each graduation event, FREM personnel will walk through the sites and again review the plan of action with school personnel.

For additional County information:   www.spotsylvania.va.us
Contact:                                           Kathy Smith, Public Information Officer

                                                         ksmith@spotsylvania.va.us
Phone:                                             540-507-7005 or 540-455-8988







