Supplemental newspaper-based activities to use with Service–Learning Programs
Character Traits of a Good Citizen
· Invite a “good news” maker to visit your class.  Ask them to talk about what they are doing for others and why.

· Find and collect newspaper photos of good deeds.  Turn your collection into a collage or poster.

· People use their talents and skills to help others in many ways.  Look at the ads in the newspaper.  Find a product that was invented to help people.  What talents and skills did the inventor need to come up with this product?

· Cut a picture of your favorite comic strip character from the newspaper.  Paste it on a sheet of paper.  List any talents and skills your character has – no matter how wacky.  What issue would be interesting to your character?  List ways your character could use his/her or its talents to work on the issue.
· You’re in the Story:  Students evaluate the actions of others by “becoming” part of the story.  Direct students to find a story in which an individual made a choice, either good or bad. Encourage students to think carefully about the actions and motives of the individual and about the likely outcome. Then, have them write: 

· a brief summary of the story; 

· the rest of the story, putting themselves in the place of the individual; 

· a reflection on the story. Students should include what personal values led to the action taken, and what they learned about themselves in this writing.   

· Hall of Fame/Hall of Shame
Direct students to look through the newspaper and find someone to nominate for the Hall of Fame and someone to nominate for the Hall of Shame.  Paste or draw their pictures on a piece of paper. For each, answer these 5W questions: Who?

What? When? Where? Why did you select this person?

Meet with a group of five students, each bringing his or her Hall of Fame and Hall of Shame candidates to the table. Vote as a group to select one candidate for Hall of Fame and one for Hall of Shame. 

Next, prepare to vote for the overall class choices.  Before voting, have each group tell why students should vote for their candidates for Hall of Fame and Hall of Shame. Vote!

Extensions: Make a list of all choices for Hall of Fame and Hall of Shame. Calculate the percentage of “good guys” to “bad guys.” Does this dispel the myth that most of the news in the newspaper is bad?    

Volunteers; Paid Service and Mentoring:  What’s the Difference?

· Find a story about someone who is giving a service as a volunteer.

· Find a story about someone who is being paid to serve.

· Find a story about someone who is doing a service because they have to.

· Find a story about someone who is mentoring.

Community: What do you mean?

· People can help with local issues, national issues or world issues.  Find a news story about someone who serves locally.  Find news articles about people working on national or world problems.

· The “A” section of The Free Lance–Star has a lot of world news.  Can you find an important issue people are working on in another part of the world?  Make a list of ways people (including you) could help with this faraway problem.

· Newspaper editorials and editorial cartoons often highlight issues and problems.  Find an editorial or cartoon about a concern and share it with the class.  Discuss the problem and where it falls on the community graphic on page 18.  
· Some problems affect many people.  Other problems only affect a few.  Look in the newspaper and find a story about a problem that only affects a few people and a story about a problem affecting many.

Categories of Service-Learning: Direct, Indirect and Advocacy
· Find an example of a person or group providing a direct service. Who is the recipient of the service?

· Find an example of a person or group providing an indirect service. Who benefits from the service?

· Find an example of a person or group providing advocacy.  What is the goal of this service?

Areas of Service-Learning

· For each of the examples above (direct, group and advocacy services), determine if the service addresses needs in the areas of citizenship, human, education and/or environmental.   

What’s Needed in My Community?

The editorial page provides a forum for citizens to share their opinions about local, state, national and world issues. People write letters that are printed in the newspaper on the opinion-editorial (op-ed) pages.  

· Find a letter that talks about a problem or issue that you care about.  Write your own Letter to the Editor.  Include some of your ideas for helping with the problem.

· People in the community share many concerns and values, but they see solutions in different ways. Find two letters with opposing views on the same issue. For each letter, list the points stated directly, and then list those that may be inferred from the writers’ comments.  Use a Venn Diagram to compare and contrast the writers’ views.  For discussion: Did the letters have an impact on your view of this issue? 
· Draw an editorial cartoon about an issue.

Action
WHY IS IT NEWS?

There are many reasons why editors choose to put particular stories in the newspaper.  They know their readers want different information for different reasons.  Editors make their decisions based on some of the criteria listed below.  Locate news stories in your newspaper that match each one.  Write the headline for the story next to the criterion.  When you’ve finished, select the one story you think is most important.  Why did you pick that story?

Importance:  Is the news important to the lives and well-being of readers?

Timeliness:  Did events happen that are of interest to readers right now?

Proximity:  Did the events occur near the readers?

Uniqueness:  Are the events unusual?

Prominence:  Are well-known people involved in the news?  

Suspense:  Is the outcome of the event still unknown?

Conflict:  Are individuals or groups of individuals opposing each other?

Emotions:  Do the events involve feelings such as love, hate, fear, horror or pity?

Progress:  Is the news about advances in some area such as science, technology or medicine?

Tips for Writing a Letter to the Editor:

· Draw the reader in quickly; state some opinion in the first paragraph.
· Develop one central point and support it with arguments. 

· Organize logically and clearly; discuss one key idea in each paragraph
· Keep words short and familiar

· Omit needless words; brief editorials are more inviting and are usually stronger

· Don’t use first person (I)

· Suggest a solution

· Use fresh imagery and expressions; tired words and phrases bore readers

· Leave the reader with your main point clearly in mind
The Free Lance–Star welcomes letters from its readers.

How to Submit a Letter to the Editor

Letters of less than 250 words will be given preference

· For verification purposes, letters must include the writer’s full name, address and daytime phone number.  Proper contact information is required for verification purposes.  We will not publish anonymous letters.
· Letters may be edited for length and clarity.

· Please allow 30 days between letters. 

· Letters can be sent by e–mail to letters@freelancestar.com, or by snail mail to Letters to the Editor, The Free Lance–Star, 616 Amelia St., Fredericksburg, Va. 22401, or use online form @ http://fredericksburg.com/Feedback/sendLetterForm

Getting Newspaper and Radio Coverage

Look through the newspaper for articles that were placed in the newspaper for the purpose of public relations. Find something published by a corporation or special interest group.

How to Request News Coverage 


Contact Annette Jones, Community News Editor, telling her that you would like to have coverage. She will determine if information should go to another department–do not send a press release to multiple contacts at The Free Lance​–Star. 


Allow at least one week’s notice before an event. 


Preferred method of contact is via e–mail:  abjones@freelancestar.com

Keep info brief. State Who, What, When and Where, and Why the event is newsworthy. Include a name and phone number of the person to contact for more information. 


We cannot guarantee that an event will be covered. 

How to Submit Information and Photos Following an Event

After an event has been held, you may submit information and photos for possible publication in the Stafford Extra section of Tuesday’s Free Lance–Star.  Submit to Annette Jones abjones@freelancestar.com. Include:

· Five Ws and H about the event–the information that tells the reader who, what, when, where, why and how about the event.
· Photos should be taken in the highest resolution possible and submitted as attachments. Include descriptions with photos.
· Contact name and phone number for person to contact for additional information.
· You may include a direct quote from an authority in charge of the event and/or an attention-getting quote that draws the reader into the event.
How to submit news about accomplishments by area high-school students
Send to School Notes @ http://fredericksburg.com/Feedback/SchoolNotesForm

How to Submit a Press Release to request a Public Service Announcement for WFLS Radio, on-air and online
Submit AT LEAST TWO WEEKS IN ADVANCE. Send the following information via e-mail to knash@wfls.com
· the time and place of the event
· a contact person with phone number
· Pertinent details. Keep submissions to 5 or 6 sentences in paragraph form. (see samples @ http://www.wfls.com/psas_html#)
All submitted PSAs are subject to review before they will be used. Weekly PSA’s are limited in number, and are used on a first-come, first-served basis. 
Radio stations have a limited “inventory” of space to run PSA’s on the air. Criteria used for selection for on-air includes:

1. Does it do any good to be on the radio? 

2. Can it be explained easily?

3. Does it have mass appeal? Is it of interest community-wide?
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