I have adapted a wonderful idea from Ann West's READING REALITIES curriculum, and used it for many years successfully.

I start by asking the students/teachers to do a listening activity on the front page.  I say a letter of the alphabet and they circle it.  After they get the idea I speed up.  I am actually spelling out Shakespeare, but they don't realize it until I finish and ask them what they spelled.

That is my lead-in to the fact that Shakespeare and the themes he dramatized appear every day in our newspapers.

Then I ask the class to brainstorm themes they recall from the works of Shakespeare....they come up with at least 10 each time and everything from the obvious: love, hate, war, comedy, royalty to the more abstract: greed, revenge, sibling rivalry, deception, mistaken identities, goodness etc.

Next I ask them to find an example in their newspaper of each theme.  This can be done individually, in cooperative groups, or as a whole class......written or oral, whatever is appropriate for the grade level.

They always enjoy it and it helps to understand why Shakespeare's works still stand up today.
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