
Directions

Newspaper comics often use 
slang, dialect, idioms and other 
informal forms of communication.  

Locate a comic strip that 
includes one or more of these 
formats.  Paste the comic strip in 
the space on this page.

Rewrite the captions with 
proper English. The cartoon’s 
meaning may change somewhat 
with the new transformation.  
Your goal is to change wording 
from informal to formal 
communication, not necessarily 
keeping the meaning intact.  

Describe how the meaning of 
the cartoon changed when the 
dialogue was changed from
informal to formal communication.

RUBRIC Self-Check

1. I located a newspaper 
comic that includes slang, 
dialect or informal 
communication.

2. I cut the cartoon out and 
pasted it on this page.

3. I rewrote the text using 
proper English.

4. I described how the 
rewriting changed the 
meaning of the cartoon. 

Say What?

Paste Comic Strip Here

Source: Featuring the Frameworks: Linking Language Arts to Your Newspaper by Dr. Darla Shaw English SOLs:  7.4, 7.5, 8.4, 8.5, 9.3

1. 2. 

3. 4. 

When I changed to formal writing the meaning did not change.
When I changed to formal writing the meaning changed in the following ways:


