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Introducing Newspapers

















Your students will get much more out of newspaper lessons in the classroom and newspaper reading in general if you take time to teach ABOUT the newspaper BEFORE you begin teaching WITH the newspaper. 





Use these lessons as guidelines for introducing your students (grades four and above) to newspaper reading.  Lessons are designed to be used as group activities.





For more in-depth lessons about newspapers, check out Keep it Real: Newspapers, the Ultimate Informational Text, posted under Free NIE Curriculum Guides on this site.    


�








Lesson One:  Why Read Newspapers?





Lesson Two:  Sections of the Newspaper





Lesson Three:  Scavenger Hunt





Lesson Four:  The Front Page





Lesson Five:  Types of Writing–News, Opinion & Feature





Lesson Six:  Why is it News?








Lesson One


Why Read Newspapers?





 


Why do we read newspapers?  List as many reasons as you can think of in 3 minutes:
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The Free Lance–Star plays many roles to satisfy the needs of its readers.





Newspapers:


inform readers through news articles


entertain through feature stories, humor columns, comics, puzzles, and more


interpret and persuade through editorials and opinion columns


serve through ads and other information that helps readers with business, recreation and daily living





Categorize the reasons you listed above into these main functions of a newspaper:





Find an example of each of these functions in one issue of The Free Lance–Star.





Write the headline for an article or feature that:





Informs readers:_____________________________________________________________





Entertains readers: ___________________________________________________________





Interprets or explains the meaning of news: ___________________________________________





Serves readers by providing information about daily living: __________________________________





An advertisement that informs readers about a product or service:_____________________________





Take 10 minutes to enjoy reading today’s newspaper.  Share with the class an item of interest to you.
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Lesson Two


Sections of the Newspaper














When you read the same paper on a daily basis, you become familiar with the layout and features.  You develop your own approach to reading the paper. You will find that much of the same type of information and regular features are located in 


the same place in the paper every day. 





Newspapers are organized into sections, labeled by letter and name.  The name indicates the type of information found within the section. What are the names of sections in today’s Free Lance–Star? (The A section, often called the front section, does not have a name.)



































Work with a group to study one section of the newspaper.  Look through several issues.


Describe your section to the class as though they have never seen a newspaper before. Include:





The name of your section.





Features included on a regular basis





Types of stories (news or human interest or both?)





Description of photos





Types of ads





Reasons for reading the section





Other comments about your section








What is the most interesting thing you found in your section?





Lesson Three


Scavenger Hunt





Use the index on the front page of The Free Lance–Star and what you know about the different sections of the newspaper to quickly find the following items.  Circle the item in your paper and write the section and page number below.





Find:�
Section/Page Number�
�
Sample: The index to what is in The Free Lance–Star�
A/1�
�
�
�
�
  1.  News about something that happened in the county or city in which you live�
�
�
  2.  News about something that happened in Washington, D.C.�
�
�
  3.  News about something that happened in another continent�
�
�
  4.  A used car for sale�
�
�
  5.  Movies on television tonight�
�
�
  6.  Information about a local citizen who died recently�
�
�
  7.  A reader’s opinion about a current event�
�
�
  8.  Sports Scoreboard�
�
�
  9.  Tomorrow’s weather forecast�
�
�
10.  An interesting story that is not an important news event�
�
�
11.  Comics�
�
�
12.  A game or puzzle�
�
�
13.  A number larger than one million �
�
�
14.  The name of Virginia’s governor�
�
�
15.  An ad that has something to do with the Internet�
�
�









What do you think is the most interesting story in today’s newspaper? 





What is the most interesting photo?


























Other comments about your section:











What is the most interesting thing you found in your section of today’s newspaper? 





























Lesson Four


 The Front Page





In the past, the dateline included the date the story was submitted.  With modern communications technology, we assume the story was written within the last 24 hours. Stating the date is no longer necessary. 








The FRONT PAGE contains important news of the day.  This may include a mix of local, state, national and world news.  


Locate and label the following on the front page of The Free Lance–Star.





Flag – title (name) of the newspaper    


Byline – reporter’s name


Cutline – identifying information that appears under photos or illustrations


Dateline – location from which story is submitted; if none appears, story is of local origin 


Headline – large type above a story stating main idea 


Index – table of contents listed by topic and section and page


Jumpline – tells reader where story is continued 


Lead – the first few sentences of a news story, usually answering all or most of the 5W questions  


Sky box – boxes at top of the front page draw readers attention to stories inside the paper 


Top Story – story with the biggest headline, considered by editors to be the most important news of the day  


Power Head: – the biggest, boldest headline, indicating the story editors consider to be the most important news of the day  


Wire Service – a national or international news-gathering agency that distributes news and photos electronically to newspapers 


              around the country or world








Use these terms and your knowledge of newspapers to answer the questions below about today’s front-page.  





1.  Write the headline of a news story written by a reporter who works at The Free Lance–Star:  __________________________________________________________________________


Using the news story you listed in #1, underline the following as you find the answers:  Who is the story about?  


    What happened?  Where did it happen?  When did it happen?  


Where in the story did you find the answers? __________________________________________


Make up a headline for a follow-up story you think might be the next news on the same event:                                                                                                                                                                                  


    _______________________________________________________________________


5.  Write the headline of a wire story:__________________________________________________


6.  Where did this story take place? ___________________________________________________ 


7.  Where would you go to read the rest of this story?________________________________________


8.  How many photos are by Free Lance–Star photographers? ______ How many are from a wire service?________





9.  What story do the editors consider to be the most important news story of the day?____________________


     


What story do you think will be of most interest to you one year from now?  

















What is the most interesting thing you found in your section of today’s newspaper? 
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Front Page Terms 
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Lesson Five, part one


Types of Writing–News








When reading the newspaper, it is important to recognize the difference between fact and opinion.  It is easier to identify what is fact and what is opinion when you understand the three basic types of writing in the newspaper.





Hard News     Opinion     Feature Stories    Hard News     Opinion     Feature Stories     Hard News     Opinion     Feature Stories








Hard News–Just the Facts  A straight news story provides the facts; it does not include the writer’s opinion.  


News stories aim simply to inform.  Readers expect clear, concise and unbiased information 


from news stories.  Usually written in inverted pyramid style, news stories provide the 


major facts of a story in the first few paragraphs (called the lead).  This allows readers 


to quickly obtain the most important information. Which section of the newspaper consists 


of mostly hard news?       











(Rewrite a familiar fairy tale, such as Goldilocks and The Three Bears, in news story format.  


   Use no more than 30 words in the lead paragraph.  Include the 5-Ws and a dateline. 


   Write a headline to go with the story.











Find and read a news story in The Free Lance–Star.  As you read the story, think about the following:





Who wrote the story?





How do you think the reporter got the information needed to write the story?





Does the reporter tell both sides?  Is the story fair?





What is the best quote in the story?





Are there other people you would have interviewed for this story?  





What other questions would you have asked?  





Will there be a follow-up story for this news? Predict what you think the follow-up headline might be. 	1.
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Lesson Five, part two


Types of Writing–Opinion 








When reading the newspaper, it is important to recognize the difference between fact and opinion.





Hard News     Opinion     Feature Stories    Hard News     Opinion     Feature Stories     Hard News     Opinion     Feature 


	1.


Opinion in the Newspaper


	


																														There are several places where you will find opinion writing.  The most obvious is the clearly labeled Opinion page.  Here you’ll find editorials expressing the views of the newspaper’s editorial board (always unsigned), letters to the editor (always signed), editorial cartoons and political columns.  Columns also appear in other parts of the paper–they may be humorous, political, provide advice, give reviews, or simply talk about community happenings. Feature stories also may include the writer’s opinion.  Find and label an editorial, a letter to the editor, an editorial cartoon and a political column. 





Find an opinion piece in The Free Lance–Star. Read it carefully. Think about the following questions as you read:  





Who is offering this opinion?





What knowledge of the subject does the writer have?





Has the writer tried to persuade you? How? Why?





What facts have been given to support the writer’s opinion?  Are the facts accurate?





What facts have been omitted?





Is the writer appealing to reason or emotion? 





Are the writer’s arguments logical?





What action does the writer want you to take? Who will benefit if the opinion being presented is accepted?





How will you be affected if you do not accept this opinion?





Where can you find an alternative viewpoint?





Write a letter to the editor expressing your opinion on this topic.





�





Lesson Five, part three


Types of Writing–Feature 











Hard News     Opinion     Feature Stories    Hard News     Opinion     Feature Stories     Hard News     Opinion     Feature Stories








Feature Stories


Feature stories cover topics such as social trends, health, fashion, food, travel, and sidelines to news stories.  Feature stories deal with facts and information, but they are not hard news.  Written for entertainment, feature articles use the writer’s imagination and creativity and may include the writer’s opinion.  





(Find and circle three headlines for feature stories in The Free Lance–Star.


    In which section of The Free Lance–Star would you expect to find feature


    stories?   


    mainly this type of story? 





(Find an example for each type of writing in today’s paper:  


           (News  (Opinion   (Feature


    


  					    For each article, underline the facts and circle the opinions.











Following a News Story


Very important news stories often are accompanied by articles that provide background information to help readers understand the event, editorials, editorial cartoons, letters to the editor, and related feature stories.  Select an important news event.  Then scan several editions of The Free Lance–Star for related stories, photos, features, cartoons and opinion writing. 





Prepare a bulletin board display showing a variety of clippings on this topic. 








What’s your opinion?


What is the most important news story in today’s paper?





What is the most interesting feature story in today’s paper?





What topic on the Opinion pages is most important to you? 





Vote as a class on the most important news story for this week.  








�





Lesson Six


Why is it News? 











Each day, editors meet to discuss what stories will be included in the newspaper. There are many reasons why 


editors choose to put particular stories in the newspaper. Editors make decisions based on the following:   





Importance:	Is the news important to the lives and well-being of readers?





Timeliness:	Did events happen that are of interest to readers right now?





Proximity:		Did the events occur near the readers?





Uniqueness:	Are the events unusual?





Prominence:	Are well-known people involved in the news?





Suspense: 		Is the outcome of the event still unknown?





Conflict:  		Are the individuals or groups of individuals opposing each other?





Emotions:  	Do the events involve feelings such as love, hate, compassion or fear?





Progress:  	Is the news about advances in some area such as science, technology or medicine?











Look on the front page of The Free Lance–Star for examples of stories that fit these descriptions.












































Source:  What’s News? Deadline, Byline, Online, Pennsylvania Newspaper Publishers’ Assoc.
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