The Free Lance-Star

High School Journalism 

Awards Contest

Eligibility

The contest is open to staff members of any high school newspaper in The Free Lance–Star’s circulation area.

General Rules

· Students may submit work published during the 2010-2011 school year. This includes online newspapers.

· Each school may submit four entries in each category, but individuals may not submit more than two entries in each category. Team entries are allowed. 

Preparing your entries

· All entries must be mounted on 8½- by 11-inch WHITE paper with glue, staples or tape. Do not use colored paper. Oversized entries may be folded and mounted onto 8½- by 11-inch pages. Photocopies are allowed. 

· In the photo categories, students must submit clips of the published photos, not prints.

· Entries must include entry forms, with the category name and number filled out, and the adviser’s signature. The forms should be stapled to the back of the entries, with the entry forms facing outward. Incomplete entries—those without a completed form or an adviser’s signature—will be disqualified.

· Put all entries in one envelope. Do not separate them by category.

Deadline

Entries must be received at The Free Lance–Star building at 616 Amelia Street in downtown Fredericksburg 
by 5 p.m. April 22, 2011. Put to the attention of Janet Gibson.

Prizes

Winners will receive framed certificates and custom T–shirts. The high school staff that wins the Best Overall Newspaper award will receive a plaque and a cash prize, to be used to purchase classroom materials or equipment. Winners of Special Awards will receive plaques. Winners of the Most Valuable Staff Member awards will receive personalized trophies.

 Announcement of winners

An awards reception will be held at 7 p.m. May 19, at Lafayette Upper Elementary School in Fredericksburg. Winners, advisers, staff members and relatives will be invited to attend. 

Questions?

Contact Cathy Dyson at 540/374-5425 or e–mail questions to her at cdyson@freelancestar.com.

Categories in the high school newspaper division

Open to staff members of any high school newspaper in The Free Lance–Star’s carrier delivery area. 

Members of The Free Lance–Star’s newspaper staff will select winners based on these criteria: accuracy and fairness, enterprise and ingenuity, writing style, and resources available to the reporter.

NO STORY may be entered in more than one category.

NOTE: Awards will not be given in categories that attract fewer than three entries.

HS1. Editorial Writing

 Submit one. Editorials usually appear on designated “Editorial” pages and represent the opinions or positions of the newspaper.

HS2.  Column Writing

Submit one. Columns typically are written in first person and describe personal experiences, gripes or opinions.

HS3. Critical Writing

Submit one. Critical writing is a review about food, music, movies or other types of performances.

HS4. News Writing

Submit one. News stories have sources and quotes, a news lead and a more factual tone. They may be told in the inverted-pyramid style.

HS5. Feature Writing

Submit one.  Feature stories can be about interesting topics, events or people. They tend to include more color, details and descriptive passages.

HS6. Sports Writing

Submit one. Entries can be game stories, features about athletes or information about sports events or trends.

HS7. Sports Column Writing

Submit one. Sports columns typically are written in first person and describe a sports event, personality or trend.

HS8. Editorial Cartoons

Submit one. Students may explain in 50 words or less the significance or context of the cartoon, if needed.

HS9. Feature Photo

Submit a clip—not a print—of one photograph. Feature photos usually include lighter moments and may include portraits.

HS10. Sports Photo

Submit a clip—not a print—of one photograph. Sports photos may include coverage of games, events or sports trends.

HS11. Feature-Page Design

Submit one tearsheet or photocopy of a page. Feature pages usually are inside or back pages devoted to feature packages, entertainment or student life.

HS12. News-Page Design

Submit one tearsheet or photocopy of a page. Sports pages, front pages and other pages that incorporate a standard news-style of design may be entered.

Best Overall Newspaper

The award is given to the school that earns the most points in the contest. Three points will be given for each first-place award; two for each second and one for each third. There is no need to submit each issue published in the school year. 

Special Awards

 Because these awards honor exemplary service, they are reserved for outstanding individuals and may not be awarded each year.

S1. Most Valuable Staff Member Award

Each newspaper is asked to select its Most Valuable Staff Member, a dedicated, hard-working staff member who approaches any task with enthusiasm and takes on any challenge necessary to get the newspaper published. Advisers and staff members can work together to make the selection, or they can make nominations and have everyone who works on the paper cast a vote. It’s your call. The award is limited to one student per staff. A student from each participating school will be honored at the awards presentation, and advisers must provide specific examples of why the staff member deserves this honor. The award is given in memory of The Free Lance–Star Gary Rhodes, a sports reporter for 17 years.

S2. Robert E.L. Baker Award for Journalistic Courage

A student may submit a story that required him or her to overcome unusual or extraordinary obstacles. Must provide an explanation, up to one page, of the challenges faced. The award is given in memory of Bob Baker, whose newspaper career spanned five decades, including 25 years with the Washington Post and 12 years as The Free Lance–Star’s managing editor.

S3. Friend of the First Amendment

(For high-school principals)

This award recognizes a principal who encourages the practice of open journalism in school newspapers. This principal does not censor the work of student journalists or force them to print only positive stories. This principal considers freedom of the press, even at the high school level, the hallmark of an open society. High school advisers or staff members may nominate a principal and must provide specific examples of why the honor is deserved.
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High School Journalism 
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CONTEST ENTRY FORM

Name:   ________________________________________________________________

School:  ________________________________________________________________

(CHECK ONE)   High School Division:  __________        Youth Division:  __________

Category:  _______________________________________________________________

Circle Adult T-shirt size:                 S               M               L                XL               XXL 

Adviser, please read and sign:

I verify that the attached entry is the work of the student(s) named on the form. If this entry is from an online newspaper, I verify that the work has not been altered since it was posted on the online edition.

Adviser Signature:  _______________________________________________________
