The Free Lance-Star

Contest Tips for Teachers

Content

As you prepare your entries, please keep these things in mind:

· Be sure the entry fits the category. Items will be judged based on the established criteria.

· If you have questions about entries and categories, feel free to call and ask BEFORE the contest. Once items are submitted, it’s not appropriate for us to move them.

· Fill the categories, if you can. Each school is allowed four entries in each category. The more stories, photos and design work you enter, the greater your chances of winning.

What Gets Entered

It’s up to you and your students to decide which stories are chosen.

· Some staffs vote on the selections.

· Some advisers and top editors make the selections.

· Some schools go for the best work while others try to make sure everyone has an entry in the contest.

Presentation

We’re not expecting work suitable for framing, but please encourage your students to submit neat, clean entries. We always say, “If you don’t care about how your entry looks, why should anyone else?”

Here are a few additional tips:

· Don’t cut off headlines. They add context to your story.

· You can submit photocopies of stories, but make sure they’re at least actual size or bigger.

· If you’re entering a design competition and the page is in color, don’t submit a black and white PDF.

The Most Valuable Staff Member Award

We’d like for every school in the Fredericksburg region to be represented by a Most Valuable Staff Member award winner. Even if you don’t typically enter the contest, you certainly can nominate a student for this honor. 

