News/Feature writing basics 
from The Free Lance–Star’s Newsroom Manual

1. Use periods. Simple declarative sentences are the keys to good writing.

2. Keep your lead sentence short. Remember that you lose 50 percent of your readers if the lead sentence goes beyond 28 words. Aim for 20 max.

3. Eliminate clutter. Delete every word that serves no purpose, especially adjectives and adverbs.

4. Use active verbs. “We’ll crush you” is stronger than “you’ll be crushed by us.”

5. Include a “so what” paragraph high in the piece, so the reader knows why the story is important. Helps the writer focus and organize.
6. Don’t begin a story with a quote. A good quote can make a good ending.

7. Keep paragraphs short. Three sentences max.

8. Don’t use a breezy style. A relaxed or informal style is good. A corny style is hard to read.

9. Read your story out loud. Remember readers “hear” what they are reading. Make sure your writing “hears” right.

10. Can’t get started? Set the scene in the first three paragraphs, then tell the story in chronological order.

OR: Start writing in the first person. After you finish, edit to scratch your “I’s” out.

