Essentials of a Good Comic Strip

Newspaper comic strips are an important source of daily entertainment for readers of the newspaper. The main ideas or events in comic strips often reflect those situations in real life with which the reader can relate. Comics humorously illustrate a variety of issues and problems, as well as how we use our leisure time.

· A good comic strip presents one main idea to the reader.

· The main idea is presented in an amusing, humorous or funny manner.

· Thinking skills are much more important than drawing skills in creating a good comic.

· A good comic is always simple. Drawings should be uncluttered. Heavy, cleaner lines are better for the newspaper than many light lines.

· Sometimes comic strip characters talk with each other. Any words used in dialogue balloons should be simple and clearly written.

· Don’t be too much of a perfectionist. If your comic is clever and communicates your message, you’ve done a good job!

Here are some elements to consider when preparing a comic strip:

Situation

The situation presented in your comic strip should be set up to reflect something that happens in everyday life. The comic strip should lampoon this circumstance, predicament or plight.

Punch line

The comic strip should build up to the punch line. The beginning panels should set the reader up; the last panel should deliver the punch line of the situation presented.

Characters

Characters should be clearly identifiable to the reader. They should remind you of someone or something you’d see in everyday life.

Identification

Readers should be able to easily identify with the joke being told. Choose subject matter that relates to the majority.
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