Essentials of a Good Editorial or Commentary
Draw the reader in quickly

•State some opinion in the first paragraph.

Organize logically and clearly

•In general, discuss one key idea in each paragraph.

•Paragraphs can be short and plentiful.

•Develop one central point in the editorial, and support it with arguments.

Keep words short and familiar

Write tightly

•Omit needless words.

•Brief editorials are more inviting to the reader, and are usually stronger.

Don’t use first person (I)

Suggest a solution

Use fresh imagery and expressions

•Tired words and phrases bore readers, but be sure the fresher ones fit,

Mix sentence types and structures

•Variety keeps readers interested.

Leave the reader with your main point clearly in mind
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